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Construction and Operation of Contextual Cognitive Mechanism in Junior
High School English Classroom — Three-dimensional Interaction of "Other”
Communicative Subjects, "Our English” and Cognitive Schema
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Abstract : The English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition) highlights learning
activities in real contexts, and the classroom has thus become the main place for meaning negotiation.
Integrating research findings of pragmatics, cognitive linguistics and second language acquisition, this
paper selects three variables including communicative subject, instructional language and cognitive
schema, attempts to construct a contextual cognitive model for junior high school English classroom,
and analyzes its psychological mechanism. The study holds that contextual cognition in junior high
school English classroom is not unilaterally preset by teachers, but a process of mutual adjustment
and real-time co—construction between teachers and students as "others": the negotiation of their
pragmatic identities provides identity resources; the classroom multilingual practice of "Our English"
and its fault—-tolerant mechanism provide linguistic resources; the interactive activation of cultural,
content and structural schemas provides cognitive resources. Supported by one another, the three
elements jointly facilitate the generation of real-time classroom context. Accordingly, this paper
puts forward four teaching suggestions, so as to provide references for classroom interaction and
contextualized teaching design.

Keywords : contextual cognition; cognitive mechanism; cognitive schema; English as a lingua franca;
junior high school English classroom
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01 T: For K [ifi] & &, which translation do you prefer:
Havoc in Heaven, or Fight in Heaven ?

02 S1: What is Havoc ?

03 T: Something like a lot of damage and trouble.

04 S2: Fight in Heaven.

05 T: Good! And he fights———against what?

06 S3: Bad people.

07 T: Yes, and? the unfair rules of Heaven, right ?

08 S2: Yes, like a Chinese hero.

09 T: Exactly——-he is our Chinese hero. Now let’ s intro—
duce Sun Wukong, the Monkey King, in groups of six.
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01 S1: Yesterday I go to the park and see many flower.

02 T: Oh, you went to the park and saw many flowers.
What kind of flowers?

03 S1: Yinghua+-- in Japanese “sakura” ———#%4t,

04 T: Yes———cherry blossoms. Can you say the whole
sentence again?

05 S1: Yesterday I went to the park and saw many cherry
blossoms.

06 T: Excellent! And

“sakura” reminds us: English,

Chinese and Japanese words can live in one sentence.
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01 T: How do you introduce the Mid—Autumn Festival to

Wi Iy SR

T K ) S I

foreign friends?

02 S1: We eat mooncakes.

03 S2: The family get together.

04 S3: Look at the moon.

05 T: Yes, enjoying the full moon. And what else? Will they
know Chang’ e? ik H ——

06 S4: Yes, Hou Yi’ s wife who took magic medicine and
flew to the moon!

07 T: Right. Like Americans telling the story of the
Pilgrims on Thanksgiving, we tell the story of Chang’ e. Come
on: “We celebrate the Mid—Autumn Festival by---”

08 S4: We celebrate the Mid—Autumn Festival by eating
mooncakes, getting together, and enjoying the full moon, telling
the story of Chang’ e

09 T: to remember the value of...

10 Ss: reunion.
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01 T: Should mobile phones be allowed at school?

o ok
=

&

02 S1: 1 think we should not use phones in class.

03 T: Yes, but why?

04 S1: Because we can’ t listen to the teacher carefully.
05 S2: But we can use phones to look up new words.

06 T: So we have two sides. Let’ s organize your ideas

with the structure: opinion—-—-reason———-example———
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conclusion. Follow this structure and write your paragraph.
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