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With the rapid development of the digital economy and artificial intelligence, aesthetic education is
gradually expanding from traditional aesthetic cultivation to the field of value creation. This paper
mainly analyzes the internal logic, practical dilemmas and realization paths of aesthetic education
in empowering social economy. The research shows that the essence of such empowerment lies in
the transformation of aesthetic literacy into creativity and productivity through digital technologies
and industrial development. Aesthetic education lays a solid foundation for value creation, while Al
technologies raise the conversion efficiency of aesthetic education achievements by lowering creation
barriers, shortening design cycles and diversifying communication scenarios. Against the backdrop
of high—quality development, the trend of aesthetic elements becoming productive factors further
drives aesthetic education to shift from pure knowledge cultivation to the coordinated development
of education and practical creation. At present, aesthetic education faces such problems as biased
cognition, disconnection between curriculum systems and demands of digital industries, broken links
in achievement transformation, and mismatched evaluation and teacher training systems. This paper
proposes strategies including curriculum optimization, university—government—enterprise cooperation,
unblocked transformation channels and improved diversified evaluation systems, so as to provide
references for the reform of college aesthetic education.
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