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A Study of Legal Metaphors Based on Conceptual Metaphor Theory
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Abstract :

Legal language is replete with metaphors. From "legal person” to "loophole in the law," metaphors

are not merely rhetorical devices but also manifest the profound connotations of legal concepts.

Employing Lakoff and Johnson's conceptual metaphor theory as an analytical framework, this article

examines the characteristics of legal metaphors and develops a two—step method of identification

and decomposition, thereby offering a practicable approach to the systematic understanding of legal

metaphors.
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