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Historical Narratives and Rethinking Global Order from
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Abstract : This article re—examines "the West" from a Chinese civilisational perspective. Drawing on a close
engagement with mainstream Western historical narratives and canonical texts, it critically and
comparatively examines the central assumption in dominant Western historical discourse that the rise
of the West represents a unique yet universally applicable historical trajectory. China's understanding
of the West has not evolved linearly in response to shifts in the international order. Rather, it is deeply
rooted in China's own historical memory and traditions of political culture. By tracing four pivotal
historical periods, namely the imperial era, the era of humiliation, reform, and the era of rejuvenation,
the article reveals a complex cognitive transition from civilisational self-confidence to trauma-induced
passivity, then to pragmatic reflection, and ultimately towards civilisational rejuvenation. Developed
through sustained dialogue and critical engagement, the Chinese worldview articulated in this article
constitutes an important counter—narrative that moves beyond Western exceptionalism.
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