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Abstract : The book "Early Chinese Design and Civilization " is the first masterpiece to systematically intervene in

the study of the origin of Chinese civilization from the perspective of design studies. In response to the

limitations of the traditional "three elements of civilization" standard, this book creatively constructs a

four—dimensional driving system of "survival production life system", establishing design innovation as

the driving force of civilization evolution. In terms of methodology, the book pioneered the paradigm

of "archaeological design", elevating the study of objects from form description to design thinking

interpretation through paths such as functional reconstruction and technical deconstruction. Its core

academic value lies in awakening the "theoretical consciousness" of Chinese design research,

extracting three major design genes from early civilization: "unity of heaven and man

, "using tools

to store rituals”, and "practical application”, laying the foundation for constructing a localized design

discourse system. The whole book connects ancient and modern times, extending ancient wisdom

to the ethical construction of the Al era. It is a milestone work that combines theoretical depth and

practical concern.

Keywords : "Early Chinese Design and Civilization "; archaeological design studies; design paradigm;

theoretical consciousness; exploring the origins of civilization
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