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Abstract : Based on a systematic review of 403 “metaverse + library” themed documents from CNKI between
2021 and 2026, this paper provides a comprehensive overview of metaverse research in the domestic
library field from three dimensions: publication trends, core themes, and research limitations. Bibliometric
analysis reveals that research in this field exhibits a typical “peak and decline” trend. The core
research themes are concentrated in four dimensions: theoretical connotation definition, application
scenario reconstruction, technical support system, and ethical risk governance, covering topics such as
virtual-real integration reading, virtual digital human services, NFT characteristic resource construction,
digital twin technology and data privacy, algorithmic bias, and digital divide. The research points out
that current literature exhibits structural defects such as conceptual generalization, lack of empirical
evidence, technical amateurism, and absence of user perspective. The conclusion is that the decline
in popularity is not the end of metaverse libraries, but a necessary process for academic “foam-
squeezing” and value reshaping; future research must shift from macro narrative to micro empirical
analysis, strengthen interdisciplinary collaboration, and return to user demand orientation, in order to
truly make the metaverse an effective driver for library service transformation.
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