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Visual Construction and Paradigm Transformation: An Examination of Image
Language in 1762-1912 War Pictures

Zhang Zezhen
Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu 222100

Abstract : As a narrative theme of war in the Qing Dynasty (1762-1912), the concept of Western learning
and Eastern painting was introduced and gradually internalized into Chinese style aesthetics. lts
material carrier expanded from paper (including copperplate printing) and silk to various forms such
as woodblock prints, hanging screens, and stone carvings. This article adopts a combination of
style analysis and form analysis, taking multiple materials as entry points, and analyzing the formal
evolution and visual expression of the Qing Dynasty's "war pictures" from two dimensions: formal
language and aesthetic similarities and differences of public maps.
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