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The Contemporary Transformation and Development of Henan Shadow
Puppetry — Investigation on Zhengzhou Elf Dream Shadow Puppetry Troupe
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In the long historical development and evolution of China, a rich variety of folk art has been formed,
including folk art, folk music, folk performances, and other folk arts. Among them, shadow puppetry art
is an important branch of Chinese folk art, which integrates various art categories such as performance,
singing, carving, and painting, and is an extremely rich category of folk art. Henan shadow puppetry
is one of the four major schools of shadow puppetry in China, which carries profound regional culture
and folk art value, and is also an important part of China's intangible cultural heritage. In today's
constantly developing world, Henan shadow puppetry is facing multiple challenges at different stages,
such as shrinking living space, succession of inheritors, and difficulties in management. Faced with
such a large number of problems, many folk shadow puppetry troupes have disappeared without a
trace after the last generation of inheritors passed away. Of course, at the same time, there are also
some shadow puppetry troupes that have persevered in difficult situations, such as the main focus of
our article — the Henan EIf Dream Shadow Puppet Troupe. This article is supported by folk art theory,
art sociology, etc., combined with practical cases of innovative development of Henan Elf Dream
Shadow Puppetry Troupe. From the historical development and contemporary difficulties of Henan
shadow puppetry, it explores and extracts some favorable suggestions suitable for the development of
Henan shadow puppetry troupe today.
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