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Rethinking the Infringement of Virtual Characters: Based on the Code of
Action, Indirect Obligation and Dignity in Kant’s Philosophy
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Abstract : This article focuses on the current ethical disputes about virtual characters, and discusses it from the
starting point of "virtual characters have no rights, so there is no problem in depicting their infringement".
The article contends that the ethical issue with virtual characters lies in how the meaning conveyed by
some extreme depictions affects people. The article introduces Kant's philosophy and discusses the
adaptability of "indirect obligations to animals" to contemporary "virtual characters". It further proposes
that virtual characters can be regarded as "simulacra of personality" due to their realism. The article
cites two empirical studies on cognitive science to support this view. The article subsequently combines
Kant's and modern society's "dignity" ideas, arguing that although virtual characters do not possess
the concept of "dignity" in the Kantian sense, they can be normatively presumed to possess an internal
logic that is isomorphic to dignity. Based on this, the article proposes that the infringement of virtual
characters presents a "degradation" of their quasi—personality status, which in a normative sense
shows that "human dignity" can be separated from "people".
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