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From Image to Translation Name: A Cultural Comparison Between the
Chinese Dragon and the Spanish Dragon
Wu Fan, Cong Yaping’
Jilin International Studies University, Changchun, Jilin 130117

Abstract : Although both the Chinese dragon and the Spanish dragon are translated as "dragon" in English,
their cultural connotations are fundamentally distinct. This paper compares the two entities from four
perspectives—external appearance, mythological functions, cultural psychological roots, and folk art
manifestations—to reveal the underlying causes of their differences. Furthermore, it discusses the
translation controversy and issues of cultural discourse surrounding the shift in English translations
from "dragon” to "loong." This study contributes to a deeper understanding of cultural exchange
disparities between China and the West and provides insights for cross—cultural translation practices.
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