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The Use and Promotion of the National Common Language in Qiandongnan
Prefecture since the Reform and Opening-up Policy — A Case Study
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School of Marxism, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia 010022

Abstract : Since the initiation of China's reform and opening-up policy,improvements in transportation
infrastructure,accelerated urbanization,increased population mobility,and the universalization of basic
education have continued to reshape the linguistic ecology of ethnic minority regions. This study takes
Kaili City,Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture,Guizhou Province,as a case study
and combines literature review with questionnaire surveys to examine the scope of use,functional
change,promotion mechanisms,and social impacts of the national common language in Kaili City
since the reform and opening—up era.The findings show that the linguistic ecology of Kaili City has
gone through a phased transition,from a system dominated by ethnic languages with the national
common language used only as a supplement,to bilingual use across different contexts,and then to a
pattern in which the national common language is widely used while ethnic languages remain active in
specific domains. The shift is gradual. National language policies,school education systems,population
mobility,and broader social development needs appear to be the main forces promoting the national
common language.
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