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Exploration of Improving the Teaching Approach in Criminal Law
Wang Songjiang
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Abstract : Criminal law is a core compulsory course in the legal studies major, combining strong theoretical and
practical elements, serving as a key link connecting foundational legal theories with judicial practice '".
Under the tiered teaching concept, the reconstruction of the criminal law knowledge system requires
step—by—step advancement to avoid fragmented knowledge accumulation, optimizing teaching logic
from an overall framework. Traditional criminal law teaching in domestic universities currently exhibits
significant shortcomings, with a fragmented instructional model lacking systematic construction and
a disconnect between theory and practice, leading students to rely on rote memorization rather than
developing standardized, systematic criminal law professional thinking, failing to meet the training
demands of applied legal talents in the new era. Shi Jinghai pointed out that the core challenge in legal
talent cultivation lies in the separation of theory and practice, with criminal law's practical attributes
being particularly pronounced, making this contradiction the most typical . Based on this, this paper
focuses on the two major core teaching threads of criminal law—conviction and sentencing—exploring
optimization pathways through four dimensions: logical system reconstruction, case—based practical
empowerment, classroom model innovation, and tiered post-class reinforcement, aiming to improve
the modern teaching system, cultivate students' professional criminal law thinking, and effectively
enhance their judicial practical analysis capabilities.
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