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A Comparative Study of the Color Metaphorical Meanings in
Chinese and French

Chu Xueting, Zhao Binbin’
Jilin International Studies University, Changchun, Jilin 130000

Abstract : Color metaphors play a crucial role in language cognition and cross—cultural communication, reflecting
the historical background and social psychology of different ethnic groups. This paper focuses on the
five basic colors — red, white, blue, black, and yellow — and compares and analyzes their metaphorical
meanings in Chinese and French cultures. It explores the similarities and differences in their core
meanings, emotional connotations, and usage scenarios, and traces the historical and social cultural
reasons behind these differences. The research aims to provide practical suggestions for cross—
cultural communication and the promotion of cross—cultural projects, in order to enhance mutual
understanding and integration of Chinese and French cultures.
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