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A Comparative Analysis of Digital Metaphorical Meanings in China and France
from a Cross-Cultural Perspective

Du Tongtong, Zhao Binbin’
Jilin International Studies University, Changchun, Jilin 130000

Abstract : Aslanguage symbols, numbers possess both measurement functions and cultural connotations. Digital
metaphors reflect the cultural characteristics and thinking patterns of a nation. In the era of digital
communication, the digital metaphors of China and France have transcended traditional language
boundaries and formed differentiated expression systems in scenarios such as social platforms, online
buzzwords, and digital cultural products. This paper, guided by the theory of conceptual metaphor,
through the establishment of a small-scale corpus of Chinese and French digital metaphors, examines
the similarities and differences in the representation and generation mechanisms of digital metaphors
in the two countries, which can provide effective approaches to avoiding decoding deviations and
cultural misinterpretations in cross—cultural communication between China and France. Additionally, the
three strategies proposed based on this, namely metaphor translation, content adaptation, and context
integration, can also provide references for promoting cultural understanding and integration between
China and France.

Keywords : digital metaphor; cross-cultural comparison; chinese and french cultures; digital
communication
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