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A Hermeneutic Interpretation of Technical Rationality and the Crisis of Ipseity
in Jules Verne’s Paris au XXe siecle
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Abstract : Jules Verne's Paris au XX° siécle tells the tragic story of a young poet, Michel, who, in the
technologically advanced Paris of the 1960s, is rejected by society for adhering to poetry and
classical humanistic ideals, ultimately collapsing in a cemetery on a snowy night. Paul Ricceur's
hermeneutic framework reveals how technical rationality deprives the world of its habitability. The three
dimensions—the poetic symptoms of technical rationality, the disintegration and resistance of narrative
identity, and the hermeneutic function of the text as a “"proposal of a world" —systematically present
this process of deprivation and its internal mechanisms of resistance. The essence of humanistic
literacy is not the accumulation of knowledge, but the existential capacity of the subject to open itself
to the text and accept a "wider ipseity".
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