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Innovative Strategies for University Japanese Language Teaching from the
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Abstract : University Japanese language teaching has long been dominated by instrumental rationality,
emphasizing language skill training, while the scarcity of humanistic spirit has become the fundamental
obstacle hindering its educational function. Humanistic quality education provides a core perspective to
address this dilemma; its essence lies not in adding humanities courses outside language instruction,
but in activating the inherent potential of Japanese language teaching for cultural understanding,
critical thinking, and value judgment. This paper proposes three innovative strategies: at the content
level, elevating language training to cultural dialogue through the study of classical texts and the
integration of China-related stories; at the methodology level, constructing a problem—driven,
culturally comparative classroom centered on critical thinking, transforming language learning into
an exploratory cognitive process; and at the teacher level, shifting educators' roles from "language
artisans" to "humanistic mentors" in the context of technological empowerment. These three strategies
collectively facilitate a paradigm shift in university Japanese language teaching—from a focus on skill
training ("the tool") to the cultivation of humanistic literacy ("the way").

Keywords : humanities and quality education; university Japanese language teaching; cultural
dialogue; critical thinking skills; paradigm transformation
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