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The Characteristics and Cultural Connotations of Horizontal-Style Clerical
Script Inscriptions in the Han Dynasty: A Study Centered on the
"Pei Cen Memorial Stone”

Wang Zhiguo
Xinjiang Arts University, Urumai, Xinjiang 830026

Abstract : During the Eastern Han period, the clerical script in the Central Plains gradually took shape as a square
and horizontally stretched, with distinct croses, eight—part script model, becoming the mainstream
appearance of Han Dynasty clerical script. While the remote areas such as the northwest and the
Western Regions were influenced by the lagging cultural dissemination and local writing traditions, they
retained a number of vertical—style clerical script inscriptions that preserved the features of ancient
clerical script and had horizontally stretched character forms. The "Pei Cen Memorial Stone" as an
important memorial inscription in the Western Regions during the Eastern Han period was engraved
in the second year of Yonghe. With its elongated and horizontally stretched character form, the
integration of seal script and clerical script in the brushstrokes, and the vigorous and simple artistic
style, it distinguishes itself from the temple—style clerical script in the Central Plains and is a typical
representative of Han Dynasty vertical-style clerical script. This paper takes the "Pei Cen Memorial
Stone" as the research object, combines the historical background of the inscriptions, and analyzes
the specific characteristics of its vertical-style characters from aspects such as stroke techniques,
structural composition, and layout. It explores the reasons for the formation of the character form from
the perspectives of the process of clerical script transformation, regional culture, engraving techniques,
and practical functions, and then explains its academic value in the evolution of characters, the
expansion of calligraphy styles, and the cultural exchanges in the border areas. This paper provides a
reference for the diversified research on Han Dynasty clerical script based on the previous studies.

Keywords : Han Dynasty clerical script; vertical-style characters; Pei Cen Memorial Stone; regional
writing style; clerical script transformation
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