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Natural Disasters and Human Tragedies: Historical Trauma in Irish Literature
on the Great Famine — Taking Star of the Sea and Days

Without End as Examples
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Abstract : The Great Irish Famine of 1845-1849 not only caused a sharp decline in population and a massive
wave of emigration, but also had a profound impact on Ireland's collective memory and cultural
identity. Both Joseph O'Connor's The Sfar of the Sea and Sebastian Barry's Days Without End are
set against the backdrop of the Great Irish Famine; by depicting the ravages of the famine, the plight
of emigrants, and the societal struggles for survival, they reveal the historical trauma resulting from
the interplay of natural and human factors. Such literary works not only recreate the extreme survival
crisis of the famine era but also highlight the role that colonial systems and social structures played
in exacerbating the disaster. This study compares the famine narratives in the two novels, unravels
the complex interrelationships among natural disasters, man-made calamities, and the experiences
of emigrants, and thereby explores the historical and philosophical implications embedded in literary
depictions of the Great Irish Famine.
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