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A Case Study of Identity Construction in the Natural Narrative of
Chinese Immigrants

Wang Zihan, Zhao Yurong
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Abstract : Identity is not a static entity but a dynamic process of continuous negotiation and reconstruction.
Drawing on narrative positioning theory as the analytical framework, this study examines interview
data from a first—generation Chinese immigrant in Los Angeles to explore how migration experiences
shape the process of identity construction. In terms of career development, the interviewee initially
portrays her early career choices as being constrained by historical and social circumstances, while,
in narratives of her post-migration life, she increasingly positions herself as an autonomous agent
capable of making independent decisions. With regard to cultural identity, her self-positioning evolves
from a singular nation—state identity to a transnational and cross—cultural dual identity. In the domain
of family relationships, although her life trajectory undergoes significant transformation, her self-
positioning within the family remains relatively stable. Identity construction permeates the narrative
at multiple levels: at the story level, the interviewee reconstructs her life experiences to foreground
personal agency; at the interactional level, she engages in self-justification before her audience; and
at the macro-discursive level, she situates her personal experiences within dominant narratives of
immigrant adaptation and national rejuvenation.
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