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A Study on the Pragmatic Nature and Functions of the Construction "Yi
LiangJieyong VP (NP)” from the Perspective of Deixis

Shi Yuxuan
School of Chinese Language and Culture, Zhejiang Yuexiu University, Shaoxing, Zhejiang 312000

Abstract : Different from special verbal classifiers in Chinese, borrowed verbal classifiers can be placed before
verbs to form the "Yi Liang Jieyong VP (NP)" construction. This paper holds that the construction has
high deixis, which is mainly reflected in three aspects: the NP contains deictic elements, the VP has a
clear deictic origin (origo), and the construction is closely related to the deictic context. The pragmatic
nature of this construction is an action deictic construction with implicit performativity, and its pragmatic
functions include emphasizing gestural actions and guiding the focus of attention. From the perspective
of formation mechanism, the construction was initially a temporary pragmatic usage, and gradually
solidified into a fixed semantic construction with the increase of usage frequency.
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