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Challenges and Revitalization Pathways for the Inheritance of Wood Carving
and Book Engraving Intangible Cultural Heritage in Contemporary Context

Zhu Jiansheng
Tongxiang Yihan Art Training Co., Ltd., Jiaxing, Zhejiang 314500

Abstract : Woodcarving calligraphy engraving is a composite intangible cultural heritage that integrates
calligraphic aesthetics and wood carving craftsmanship, encompassing core techniques such as
woodblock engraving, plague and couplet carving, as well as wooden movable—type inscription.
Bearing the profound Chinese writing culture and wisdom of traditional handcrafts, it functions as
an essential carrier for the living inheritance of traditional crafts. The social transformation driven by
modernization, digitalization and industrialization has fundamentally reshaped the survival context
and application scenarios of woodcarving calligraphy engraving, trapping this craft in multiple plights
including fractured inheritance, poor market competitiveness, degraded craftsmanship and backward
conservation work. Based on contemporary theories concerning the living inheritance of intangible
cultural heritage and grounded in typical cases of Jianyang Jian Edition, Jingde wooden movable type
and Jiangnan plaque calligraphy engraving, this paper systematically analyzes practical bottlenecks
hindering the inheritance of woodcarving calligraphy engraving. From five dimensions of talent training,
product innovation, digital empowerment, culture—tourism integration and institutional improvement,
it establishes a revitalization path adaptable to contemporary society, which provides practical
references for the creative transformation and innovative development of traditional calligraphy—
engraving intangible cultural heritage.

Keywords : woodcarving calligraphy engraving; intangible cultural heritage; living inheritance;
inheritance dilemma; craft revitalization
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