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Conflict and Response Between the Captain’s Right of Restraint and the Air
Marshal’s Right to Take Compulsory Measures in Civil Aviation
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In modern society, it has become commonplace for the public to travel by airplane. While the aviation
industry is thriving, there has been a surge in onboard security incidents, with disruptive behavior on
aircraft occasionally becoming the focus of social attention. Such behavior has a negative impact
on the safe operation of civil aviation. During the handling of such incidents on board, the captain's
right of restraint and the air marshal's right to take administrative compulsory measures typically
play crucial roles. International and domestic civil aviation security conventions and regulations
provide corresponding provisions for the captain's exercise of the right of restraint. Meanwhile, as an
administrative law enforcement force, air marshals handle disruptive behavior on aircraft and exercise
compulsory measures in accordance with the law. However, due to differences in the subjects
exercising these two rights, their legal sources, and the boundaries of their powers, conflicts or gaps
inevitably arise when each exercises their respective powers. By analyzing existing legal norms and
relying on corresponding theories, this paper aims to identify the legal boundaries between the right
of restraint and the right to take compulsory measures, and to form corresponding coordination
mechanisms.
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