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A Study on the Institutionalized Application of Proto-porcelain in Yue Culture
from the Perspective of Ritual System Reconstruction: A Case Study
of Huzhou Area

Zhang Yurong, Zhang Songting
Fuyang Normal University, Fuyang, Anhui 236041

Abstract : During the Warring States Period, the bronze ritual system collapsed while regional ritual customs
sprang up. Benefiting from superior handicraft and proto—porcelain manufacturing techniques, Yue
Culture developed its unique ritual expressions distinct from those of the Central Plains. Focusing on
Warring States tombs and kiln sites in Huzhou together with relevant archaeological materials from
surrounding regions, this paper adopts typology, assemblage analysis and regional comparison to
explore the institutional status of proto—porcelain and its substitution mechanism for bronze ritual
vessels. The research reveals that in the northern core area of Yue Culture, proto—porcelain served
as dominant burial objects widely discovered in tombs of all social ranks, marking the shift of ritual
carrier from bronze to porcelain. Such prevalent utilization resulted from proactive reconstruction
grounded in local raw materials and craftsmanship, representing Yue Culture's selective assimilation
and differentiated evolution of Central Plains ritual norms.

Keywords : Yue Culture; proto—-porcelain; institutionalized application; Huzhou Area; reconstruction of
ritual system
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