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The Representation of the Image and Spirit of an Interdisciplinary Ceramic
Artist in the Renaissance — A Review of Henry Morley’s Palissy the Potter
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Abstract : Bernard Palissy was a renowned sixteenth—century French potter whose ceramic practice and
investigations into the natural world occupy a distinctive position in the histories of European ceramics
and science. Published in 1852, Palissy the Potter, written by the British author Henry Morley, was
among the earliest English—language biographies to present a systematic account of Palissy’ s
life and thought. In this work, Morley portrays Palissy as a multifaceted figure grounded in practical
experience, combining the identities of ceramic artist and investigator of nature, while placing particular
emphasis on his perseverance, intellectual tenacity, and unwavering pursuit of truth. Taking Morley’ s
Palissy the Potter as its primary subject of review, this article examines the book’ s scholarly value
and further considers the implications of Palissy’ s interdisciplinary practice and intellectual spirit for
the cultivation of interdisciplinary artistic talent in contemporary education.
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