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Research on Cultivating Chinese National Community Awareness Among
Cambodian Chinese Youth in the Context of Overseas Chinese Education
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Guangxi Science and Technology Normal University, Laibin, Guangxi 546199

Abstract : Overseas Chinese education serves as a vital vehicle for preserving China's outstanding cultural
heritage, uniting overseas Chinese communities, and strengthening the Chinese national community
awareness among Cambodian Chinese youth. As a significant component of Southeast Asia's new
generation of overseas Chinese, these adolescents face challenges—including multicultural influences,
weakened intergenerational family traditions, and underdeveloped Chinese language education
systems—which result in superficial cognitive understanding, emotional detachment, and passive
behavioral responses toward their Chinese identity. Based on field research at Guangzhao School in
Phnom Penh and Sun Yat-sen School in Siem Reap, this study analyzes the cultivation challenges
across cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dimensions, identifies root causes, and proposes an
integrated approach comprising ideological enlightenment, classroom empowerment, cultural immersion,
emotional nurturing, and faculty development. The findings provide practical recommendations for
enhancing cultural identity and reinforcing Chinese national community awareness among the new
generation of overseas Chinese learners.

Keywords : overseas Chinese education; Chinese-Canadian youth; sense of community among the
Chinese nation; cultural identity
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