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New Trends in Zhang Yimou's Creative Works in the New Mass Literature
Context — An Aesthetic Shift [llustrated by ”Silent Awakening”
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Shanghai Theatre Academy, Shanghai 201112

Abstract :

The rise of new mass literature and art challenges the traditional elite criticism system, calling for an

evaluation framework that balances public participation and artistic standards. This paper takes Zhang

Yimou’ s Unheard Spring as a case study to analyze its creative characteristics in the context of

new mass literature and art: a shift from “historical allegory” to “contemporary mirror” in subject

matter, enhanced viewing experience in narrative, and a turn from “visual spectacle” to “perceptual

immersion” in audiovisual language. The study finds that Zhang Yimou’ s creative stance is shifting

from “author” to “dialogist,” while maintaining his audiovisual expressive ability, sinking personal

ideas to the perceptible level of the public, forming a deep resonance with new mass literature and art.

This turn provides important insights for reconstructing film criticism paradigms.
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