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Research on the Inter-embedding of Multicultural Elements in the Murals of
Ancient Villages in the Xiangnan Region

Tan Yuanyuan
Hunan First Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410012

Abstract : Murals in ancient villages serve as important carriers of traditional, clan, and local cultures, recording
and transmitting the historical context and familial traditions of material, behavioral, and spiritual
cultures, playing significant roles in various historical periods. The Xiangnan region boasts numerous
surviving murals from the Ming and Qing dynasties, distributed along ancient transportation routes
and ethnic corridors. These murals, with their pictorial narratives representing ethnic memories, artistic
images imbued with literati aesthetics, rich symbolic metaphors, unique compositional elements, and
distinctive cultural characteristics reflecting both diversity and geographical affinity, represent historical
accounts of inter—ethnic cultural inter—embedding, collective consciousness, and spiritual civilization,
embodying notions of the unity of family and country and cultural identity. In-depth research under the
guidance of national cultural strategies provides intellectual resources for strengthening the sense of
community among the Chinese nation.
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