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A Study on Clan-Related Place Names in Shenmu Town — An Examination
from the Perspective of Cultural Linguistics

Li Lixin, Du Yuhong
Xijing University, Xi'an, Shaanxi 710110

Abstract : Place names serve not only as spatial identifiers but also as vital carriers of local culture. This study
focuses on the place names of Shenmu Town, employing cultural linguistics to analyze clan-based
place names as a key research approach. Based on the Shenmu County Annals, the author compiled
342 place name entries for Shenmu Town, among which 101 (29.53%) are clan-related names—a
significant category within the town's nomenclature system. These names typically follow the "surname
+ common name" structure—such as Yangjiagou, Lijialiang, and Gaojiata—which are closely tied to
family settlement patterns, community formation, and spatial identification. Clan-based place names
function both geographically and preserve information about kinship networks, residential patterns, and
local historical memory. Examining this category provides deeper insights into the naming conventions
and cultural significance of Shenmu Town's place names.
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