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From "Teaching Texts” to "Teaching Connectivity” — A Preliminary
Exploration in Chinese Reading Instruction for Special Education
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In teaching Chinese to students with special educational needs, | have increasingly come to realize
that simply clarifying and explaining the texts is far from sufficient. Many children seem to remember
the knowledge points, but they struggle to apply them or grasp the underlying meanings of the texts.
Where does the problem lie? | believe it's not that they "haven't learned," but rather that the information
“fails to connect." Therefore, it might be better to shift our approach: instead of “teaching" them how to
read, we should help them build a bridge to truly "connect" with the texts. Based on this observation,
the following three aspects of connectivity are explored: first, utilizing multiple senses to make the texts
"accessible"; second, linking new knowledge with life experiences to make the texts "comprehensible”;
and third, using emotions to drive engagement, making the texts "resonant." These three strategies
precisely address the challenges children face in the three stages of "receiving information,
understanding meaning, and internalizing knowledge."

special education; Chinese reading instruction; connectivity; sensory compensation; life
experiences
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