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A Study on the Content Production Mechanism of AI-Generated Short Films
from the Perspective of Media Affordance

Zhao Jingtong
Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi 541000

Abstract : From the perspective of media affordance, this study adopts the core theoretical framework that
"media generation constitutes the realization of affordance," conducting a comparative analysis of
content production differences between Al short dramas and traditional live—action short dramas
across three dimensions: text, visuals, performance, and theme. The research reveals that Al short
dramas generate three distinct forms of affordance compared to conventional models: scripts shift
from "stimulating human performance" to "activating data associations"; visuals evolve from "physical
causal recording” to "probabilistic construction"; and performances transition from "physical empathy"
to "conceptual embodiment." The common underlying logic lies in Al's reconfiguration of content
production pathways—from "human—physical world—body experience" to "prompt words—model—
data." Al short dramas should not be viewed as substitutes for live—action short dramas but rather as
a novel content production mechanism with its own inherent logic.

Keywords : media availability; Al-driven short dramas; traditional live-action short dramas; content
production mechanisms
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