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Abstract : Claude Debussy's Rhapsody for Saxophone and Orchestra is a classic masterpiece exploring the acoustic
characteristics and instrumental expressiveness of the saxophone in his mature creative period, and also
a milestone work of Impressionist music in the field of saxophone creation. Breaking through the traditional
paradigm of music creation, the work takes Impressionist aesthetics as the core, forms a unique artistic
expression in timbre shaping, harmony techniques, rhythm design and musical form structure, realizes
the innovation of the rhapsody genre and the expansion of the saxophone instrumental vocabulary, and
becomes a key bridge connecting the late Western Romantic period and the 20th century modern music.
Taking this work as the research object, this paper systematically sorts out its creative background and
process, analyzes the core characteristics of its Impressionist style and the characteristics of its
macro structure, interprets its innovative techniques in composition techniques and musical thinking, and
places the work in the context of Western music development from the late 19th century to the early 20th
century to clarify its historical position and artistic value in the development of Impressionist music and
the evolution of saxophone art, so as to provide theoretical reference for Debussy's music research, the
aesthetic interpretation of Impressionist music and the artistic practice of the saxophone.

Keywords : Debussy; Rhapsody for Saxophone and Orchestra; impressionist music; stylistic features;
historical positioning
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