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Nature and Supernatural: On the Snake Imagery in “The Classic of
Mountains and Seas”
Ding Yingyue
Shanghai University, Shanghai 201900

The snake in "The Classic of Mountains and Seas" has the dual attributes of a natural creature

and a spiritual medium. The interweaving of naturalness and supernaturality constitutes its basic
characteristics. The image of a human face and a snake body carries the sacred lineage of the
ancestor myth. The images of guardians, guides and divine helpers jointly maintain the order of the
world of gods. Snakes are interconnected with cultural factors such as medicine, food, and witchcraft,
breaking through the meaning boundaries of a single animal image and becoming a symbol of life,
reproduction, death, and divinity. The transformation of the snake image from a natural animal to a
sacred symbol reflects the way of thinking of the ancestors to understand nature and construct a
world of gods. It also reflects the evolution of the mythological system of "The Classic of Mountains

Abstract :
and Seas" from natural experience to cultural concepts.
Keywords : "The Classic of Mountains and Seas"; snakes; snake culture; folk beliefs
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