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Mainstream Films in Latin America
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This study takes China's mainstream films as its research subject, delineates their historical trajectory
in overseas distribution to Latin America based on defining their contemporary characteristics, and
uses "The Wandering Earth 2" as a core case study to analyze their international success and the
reasons behind Latin American audiences 'reception and evaluation. The findings indicate that the
universal appeal of science fiction themes and the concept of a "community with a shared future for
mankind" readily resonate emotionally with Latin American audiences; however, underdeveloped
character portrayals and high—context narrative approaches pose challenges to cross—cultural
understanding. Accordingly, this paper proposes strategies—including strengthening universal
emotional resonances such as family bonds and collective identity, establishing specialized overseas
distribution and streaming platforms, leveraging film festivals to build positive reputations, advancing
localized dubbing and marketing efforts, and emphasizing a differentiated positioning beyond the
Hollywood framework—to provide actionable pathways for China's mainstream films to overcome
cultural barriers and establish a strong presence in the Latin American market.

China mainstream films; Latin America; The Wandering Earth 2; cross-cultural communication;
overseas distribution strategy
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