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A Contrastive Study on the Semantic Extensions of “Zhi” and “Finger” from
the Perspective of Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics

He Yan
Sichuan Minzu College, Kangding, Sichuan 626001

Abstract : The semantic extensions of body—part terms result from the interaction of bodily experience, cognitive
processing, and cultural selection. Drawing on Embodied—Cognitive Linguistics, this study compares
the Chinese zA/ ($€ ) word family with the English #inger word family on the basis of the CCL Corpus,
COCA, and authoritative dictionaries. The findings show that the two word families share bodily
foundations involving shape, position, pointing, touching, counting, grasping, and manipulation.
Through metaphor, metonymy, and their interaction, they develop comparable meanings in body—part
contiguity, object shape, indication and identification, measurement and quantity, emotion and attitude,
risk and loss, and participation and interest. Their semantic networks, however, are asymmetrical:
Chinese z/i is more productive in philosophical cognition, hierarchical coordination, oath—taking rituals,
and command and power, whereas English finger is more conventionalized in natural space, action
and labor, and control and possession. The similarities arise from shared bodily experience, while the
differences reflect divergent cognitive foregrounding as well as lexical division of labor.

Keywords : zhi; finger; Embodied-Cognitive Linguistics; semantic extension; metaphor; metonymy
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N AN T ARG . AMUEI SR E IEA . MR REE M RS, BT B I A e 2 UM %% .
PONEF I FIR L, ER ORI B — I — 5" . R 1R B IRSESE TR IEIZEh &5, N FR0E
UG . SEEARIGIN T ", BRI IR AE SR, AN I L A R B . S SR R

B R ARSI TR AR . DhRBa MR T A st s Fei U ZE M — AN, AR S50y a8 e 5afE. IiES
SRR TR DUOR 1R HIESIE “finger” TAIMGARR /I SE AL WIENG BARENVE, FRRAZSNTERL B Il S0, ARB
R — FEIGT IS

MM CE L Sk /head” “HE /eye” “U» /heart” “TF /hand” “BF 7arm” “Ifil /blood” EEBARE M, HHETF ¥, deskafig
J PN O Pl R VR, BB OE AT AT A A, R RSO STEE A A, Ning Ik, BUE <587
BEFEAR. FI1SMAA, 295 “finger” WZsi “THE FINGER IS THE DOER” , {HMARRZX /S Hh b S5, ik,
ARSHAFE CCL. COCA F (IUFFEA7d Y Merriam—Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary™4skk}, ELGUE “48” FEAZHE “finger”
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—. XE “4B8” / “finger” HIIBEN M
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TR - TR 7RI RERERE — RS, i
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22 AT T F B R AT R B GO SAE” (G L.
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94555 put one’ s finger on H A fith B2 25 5 I g 1R 1] )
fl; finger a suspect ¥R K RNFFINHEEEN s keep one” s
finger on the pulse AR FIEEEMGIA MEMPIRAS, PRGN FIED)
Ao UL, ABLUSE —IIER R A, JFREE. AT
AU

(M) HESHENIRME —FEMmIEH

FIRAR AR ERIIE T . count on one’s fingers 1 “Ji
=507 LIgRE AT EIne, JBT “HE —TLHEIIAE” #; on
the fingers of one hand #l “JEFFH[AL” H— KT HUHRIREL
A, TR two fingers of whisky fil “—¥§%8" L
Fefe MR, FERT ARG, “HHE—" hil#
W TS R N B S HE P RIS —, BT “SEUT —Hh

“He.
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ST Wk, R, ARSRBECEIIRER I, MO SRS
B {SUI

(R) BRESSERIRRE — R
AGELL EHERBEAEGSE” A, IR R

KW LERAZIERM S ARSI, “RFEH" DUAETF
PFAATACETT, PR TAT 0, cross one’ s fingers DIRE
FHHRATK, give someone the finger LR FHAUGEE, snap
one’ s fingers at someone AZH/ERUE(E . A Mealidets, 8T 3
WL T, TR JellTFHasom S iRz
MR EERZI B, 7 A D] B G D 1 S B TR 2R
IR — ¥ g, W, FHREBEREI e A SE, HE
TR S SRR 2

(7)) R, RESHERREE — W

“DLes PFaaeF " il let something slip through one’ s
fingers DAPIFR TR RIVE IR S EUM & 15, BT “RE4UE
I — R AWMV AR, TR Nk S, T
PSS WAL ERR, ¥ DI A HI L. burn one” s fingers
B get one’ s fingers burnt BB RSZ IR BRENA
MR, JaT B RGH —MEHE" K, not lay a finger on
someone M| LA finger f— it M s M i A70, BT “#o—3)
TE7 B fEREGFHPE—PFRRAGHGEF. B, KRR
AR G ISR

(t) 25553 W — W

DUE P87 ME (Al - EAME) « “TRAK, BT
W, SR, T HEALE TR E s E, Sk m sl
TEREEAN NG, JET “SIE—RE #eif; Bl “FIREA
" MR NGRS, s SR R
g7, JEi have a finger in the pie [FFELATFHRH TGRS 55
WEFaL, A “BEAR G — ISR /IEE; finger 3
AT BARN NAT . RS o R i S an e, (B “3¢
87 W R

—. & M7 [ “finger” 1B ERRVIERIFRIES T

(—) E “48” HEXIRHAE T

L 2 SiAHESh
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7 FIA HT BT SRR A2 LR NS
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REMESR “HFE0E— T FIAMCR, BT 4R,
SRR, RRZELT USRI, BT i
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MR S E I B
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A7 (EEIRE . SRR N HZUER, TR TR N A [H]
B9, SEIHEN AR RUETT. TR AmRTRAL,
ARIRZ IR BB TE

3. SRS

RRNE, MREH. IRHELT DR mEiEAsE BNk
LT, BT “EE—FlEE s R HXUERS e
FeH AR, BAXHGAERE L, HigER a1 Ak f—5%
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“RRMENIET LR I A MR B S EACIR I 240 & S,
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4. fr S HRUIEAh

PAE 987 MR R e, fRU]L RS 4R
TR, fRn. $RML, FREET 00 . REIDAF IR AR 10AT 8,
JETHE — SR B IS AEAS A1y 1] i A SR T3 Jy 1Al
BT Tk, I SRENGSEE, Bk R —a
A7 BIBUIREN . B CE” DA AR S I TSR
B, BT SRS

( Z) Z&E finger HXISRHAYIE SCHEH

L. HERAS (AR

a finger of land. a finger of flame. a finger of light 84§
e, s, EMRESNEM T SRS . KIaeeZk,
JE TIEAEN ., streams fingering into the valley /K743 S
WA E ATIRME, WAIESEmMsi ARG, JOERE
R IR EARE, AIEE finger 78 H A4S RIS HLAA T & 193]
LR

2. (7Eh 5PN

not lift a finger DL “#E /N FIREEBAMT Rz
178, J& T /NS R AR AR S5 ) YR L #6 1r5 get/pull one” s
finger out B ERBIER (5 IR HEREIFAT3h, J& T 3 (ER i,
work one’ s fingers to the bone DATFHE EESR 1 B G SR FEm =
BE55E), BT BRI — S5 BhSRIE” BRI be all fingers and
thumbs ATHREITERPIRIERR, BT SRS IREN
e

3. =i A

wrap someone around one’ s little finger #%4%) ¥ 4 ] Mk 5+
MBI, JET PR EEh] — APREEH]” K have one’ s
finger on the trigger DASFHRO BRI E 2 B8 AR 44,
I itk — o F IR FEIRMIEALIT; sticky fingers, light—fingered X
TFARFHLA G178, J8 T 5 AGTRAL — 17 M #15; have one’ s
fingers in the till LLIFMABAMRSIFERR G A, BTEFE—F
e, Ning Tty “THE FINGER IS THE DOER” M1

TEFLLTFR AT AT WL

=. X&E “48” /fingeri& X R RKKI\ERM

(—) HHIRE: “&” HHRE

FOAEF I, BREURET SRS ANES)ZE
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PRIGEE . TR GBS B —— 4IRS INE . W E
RISTEER . R ENME A . SFREMHNAE ., f8H
FREXRIRE S . R SR B A2 58 —— B0 SE (A
T AR 24 . Lakoff 1 Johnson$§ Hi, 4 HE &K%
HHBK AR IZ ) REMBIER M, FHR1E AL I
AR AR —, A Er=——8m, il
P, L A —— M T —EmEE R g E=”
(Image Schema) , XEENXEABEFIEREIE, Fit, Wk
“Y§” / “finger” FEVESGEM FEIMAGHEN N KR, AR L2
R BRI B RS

(Z) ZRERE: “N” B3k

T 17" 7 “finger” T MM HAERSFR AT, JETAEIN
Tl i FEE R S RS HE . Talmy BIEERSHIETR
tH, IS EREZRN IR, e F—2R 8541
M 25 ARFEEERA g 2 P DUBTEMEA 48" 3HMTE L
JEMRET, SRR “fem” SRR T A S e YR —
FHARFREEN &, AMUFRRES A6, WARRAHIE R 45
SRR S IR T o X — o8 BARIHHEAF 487 AR S
FEMFIS (F85F. #531) . f8F¢ (F5)H. 1828 ) MLE (#5945, 48
i) )7 RS ABRESUR, SOEMAEEMHE “finger” I, T
ST 58 W H SR M STE S M4 S —— TR TR E o At
SR, BEREIENIESTE ( THE FINGER IS THE DOER) ,
SETTRIRAIE Y . IX—SE RARIF(ET “linger” M SE(FE
FHRIRIEM ( BRI | BFE55E) CRIETIRENATE) ) Fisk
PP (sticky fingers) o BBAh, BEFEFH 487/ “finger”
M SOEMEZ BRI R ENE S THIZ: SRR “F7 &Kl
TEME SRR R ERE AT, 5T RE TG SO EE
s, 487 NWRHXARFRHURIL T A1 551 T8, SCE
hand 240 7558 R B BE R G, palm 2 5 BRI AE
MAEBR, finger WIZER A I AFANHES) 1L M 77 TIARAT T 5 A9 3L
Z3[H o XA TRE—S U T % B 5 i, oM T “ik
BB — G AR, (R, ZRIFARIR T SR ERT
ANE —— PR R A R R —— T2 T AR R B
X A — B R Z IR MR RIS, DUEF RGBS G
I Z IR RE b o
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D 477/ “finger” M-GIIAIEMFFARR A FE—MALH
G E AR BRI MR S BRIV A IR R
Wy, FEACAEE IR A R HA . RS USRS
S zs 2 (R Elkang — g, v R i TR ReR it —
Pk R LT

Sk

ARG AT T, DUR 187 B @il IR M L,
oo, HEMBUI S AT =)0, B E, 8
ARy SR 4 DT finger W R SEE BN A K. 3
PR AP B2y e N E AR 2SR A7 357 sh Al il A 4
“fRT/ tfinger” WRIRSGEEIRT R podksE, ZRIRT A7
HI5HE, FEZBRRCA TR0 EH L) o
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