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Abstract : As a Shanghai Municipal Intangible Cultural Heritage, Shanghai Nursery Rhymes preserve the
vernacular vein of Shanghai dialect, Jiangnan folk customs and the living traces of old urban
neighborhoods, serving as a vital carrier of Shanghai-style oral literature. lllustrated children’ s
picture books align with children’ s developmental cognitive characteristics, rendering them an
appropriate medium for revitalizing and inheriting such oral literary works. Against the backdrop
of rapid urbanization and prevailing internet culture, Shanghai dialect is facing an intergenerational
transmission gap, while the age—old oral transmission tradition of nursery rhymes is gradually fading
away. This paper sorts out the cultural values embedded in Shanghai Nursery Rhymes, analyzes the
communication functions of picture books based on children’ s cognitive theories, and takes two sets
of local nursery rhyme picture books as research cases to identify prominent industrial drawbacks
including insufficient creative output, limited communication coverage and weak innovative design
concepts. Targeted optimization strategies are proposed covering content adaptation, interactive
binding design and digital media development. By integrating modern design aesthetics, pop—up book
craftsmanship and augmented reality (AR) technology, this study aims to facilitate greater accessibility
of Shanghai Nursery Rhymes among young children and advance the sustainable inheritance of
Shanghai-style intangible cultural heritage.

Keywords : Shanghai nursery rhymes; children's picture books; shanghai-style culture; living inheritance
of intangible cultural heritage; graphic narration
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