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Application of Apparel Elements from the Twelve Beauties of Jinling in the
Design of New Chinese-style Clothing
WU Hui, Chen Siyun’, Xu Jiaxin, Liu Shishi, Liu Liwei
Guangdong University of Science and Technology, Dongguan, Guangdong 523000

Abstract : With the current prevalence of the national trend, the apparel elements of the "Twelve Beauties of
Jinling" from Dream of the Red Chamber are often simplified into flat patterns, causing the color
symbols to lose their literary metaphor, and the desolate and mournful essence of the text to be
unrepresented. This design deconstructs the personality traits and fate metaphors of the characters in
the main register of the Twelve Beauties of Jinling, transforming literary imagery into modern clothing
language. It incorporates fate metaphors into the shoulder lines and waist sections of the garments,
reconstructs the front pieces of the outerwear using the proportions of Qing Dynasty clothing, and
constructs an H-shaped silhouette with minimalist tailoring. Detachable ties echo the theme of "all
feasts must end," while white gauze with hidden patterns and floral accessories are used to visually
translate the characters' traits through the unifying color of "white." The final result is a series of
clothing works titled "Wearable Text," providing a reference for the in—depth transformation of national
trend culture and enabling the cross—era dissemination of classic literature through the medium of
clothing.
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