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National Position Adherence and Discourse Safeguarding: A Narrative Analysis
of the Translation of Huashi Yiyan
Hou Lijie
School of Foreign Languages, Xinjiang University, Urumai, Xinjiang 830046
Abstract : Huashi Yiyan, translated under the organization of Lin Zexu on the eve of the Opium War, stands
as a crucial historical document through which the late Qing government sought to understand the
West. Drawing on Mona Baker’ s narrative theory, the findings reveal that the translators employed
narrative reconstruction as a means to reshape Western narratives. On one hand, they adhered to
national positions by closely responding to the social crises and governance needs of late Qing China,
thereby producing a localized text serving domestic and foreign policies. On the other hand, they
focused on discourse safeguarding by neutralizing Western discriminatory narratives and protecting
national discursive rights and dignity. As an achievement in China’ s early “opening eyes to the
world,” this translation inaugurated a pragmatic paradigm of translation for state governance, whose
underlying sense of position and discourse awareness continues to offer valuable lessons today.
Keywords : Huashi Yiyan; Narrative Theory; Lin Zexu; “Opening Eyes to the World”

515
R REATR, TEPHCHI B, XPTT = HAN 1 (TR ) TS5
FRIREL “RRIEZR AL, SRfmEEB2" A&, e RGBSk

- 5 — . Fe g | 4 R BrNE )
AR CTEIEIR L RS MR, W [T e JE D ki

N . RSP S - 2 [EEEAR b m, kI . 505
L A IR RIS ST 5 6 %;L:meb/\ LOCE L, B L

1 i be B b e S i [ } |p- 506
PEAPEIF ISR (RHRT) o S EEFAERA

B MIEL EEHL K

. 4 |5 o X . 510-511
fET*) { The Fanqui in China) (1838) ° ( 73k;, 2017 ). #EA L) v man P
s e . " 5 |EGHEHIL |FE. AT B p. 508, p. 520
L P Y . o oo SN 3 - y "
XE, NRMETRTEE . 2R, E¥ FHEL BURHIE. B 6 |msinz LIIL 1%“ L&J;u:yl/ij B o1s p 510, 526 p.530
BIKR . MR, FRERAE . WINEM AW & KT8 L. R TIE ; e
N T \BITEE (™ e sty [P 514 P 515, p.532-534
(1), EMBEE T E—FWIMER, EHEFIN QFE s TR ,;rﬁ B
SN - s 8 |[HHAE | “ |p. 536-537
FEIED) , BCh “Is R DRI AR Bk . SR I S
) 9 |SbacffE [fRoT i, SRS |p. 527
AR R IE S0y v e P s B8 = e o o i WG, o, toys. (ks [P 207 B-509, p. 512, p. 516,
L . 10 [#gedla | B0 0 P T o517, 5518, p. 522, p. 525,
(HEFHET) , IERX—HTRy s, S R R p.526, p. 527, p. 529, p. 535

B - IFEAFE ( Translation and Conflict) H#gH, BH% D
T R RERATO. CREIEED M55, AR 3SR S, |
BETS I CRMARINIER « (GRIF0A TR ) B AR FIETN . ASCLMEAT (), rH

EHEEAN: AL, FHBAFNEEFFRAEET XEL LT L L,

Copyright © This Work is Licensed under A Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 International License. | 081



ZALEASS | CULTURAL RESEARCH

WEHBEGAE: REURIR. I, e KRR EH
DA, AP TR . MIUERERF MRRNEAIPL, AN
MBS JRREFRE SUHEL, KPS IS IR S
SR E TPRER, (BT E SR poRHEnEE.

—. AEERUAT (£EFXRS) BIFEREWER
ES]

I S BERARR, EE E e R A R
FAEER M T | 5 P e B E b BRI R
WETHRABE T E OB o ASORIL, LRI SN AE (fEER
F ) AR S, EEIRSS T S X — e O H A

(—) [=El. RERRE&L, EEALES

I 28 AR R W R R A I B bR 5. JEHIRET
EHRE, BAFEOHEE BRER g, (%
) FECERRAE D B, SO SRR R, KRR E
FEGETR, T8 F=AT. BRER. s, PR
RERM SRR A

1. edatilig

J53C

In former years, porcelain was the commodity [...] Of later
years, there has been a great deal of competition in Europe in

the manufacture of the article...Notwithstanding these efforts,

the porcelain of China is considered superior to that of the rest

of the world,, although its exportation from that country is

considerable diminished.(2:73-74)

L

Bas i [V = MR E i,
%, BN EZ JegHmRE . (504 )

G R U H TR RIERTY . JESC DB R AR WM 7
el s, ARG ER S, T2 SE LR 1)
A NI AOPRET JENAFANTT, AR Se e Ty DA
Fo PEIUNDREXB0TS (s Bt b, (-8 “VErER IR AT
il —aiEdG, IR HER G SR IR E R RGER
AR ST DRI AR I R E L,

MARFHICRE, X — e A SR 28, IR
ENEHENNZE . IR, BT B iR Ty
PV ERAUR; SO Ay IR AR 5 CE” ot
X H, AR R BRI P &R 5 4 e 1m] R P B R LA, MHBR “al-
though its exportation is considerably diminished” X—#&3(=
B, =il SR ERS TR E5e, dEs T HE
NRERTRES R it e, T XA ZS A, RSO R
G LZBENFL, dadig TS, =TT REREE, 1
IR T B TS S BRI

S 2: S ERA A

B3

Such a place is Lintin. It is merely a roadstead, where the

4 2 AR

ships anchor, and are protected by the peak of Lintin from the

violence of the north—east monsoon. When there is an appear—

ance of threatening weather, or any great repairs are required,

they run over to the opposite shore, and enter the haven of
Cum-sing—moon.This place is looked upon as good winter
quarters when the typhoons prevail, and which would almost
literally, blow them out of the water if they were exposed to
them on the open sea. (1:50)

i/%j'

RS T T AT, H s, AR ER, A 7R
bR A AERRE, SR T S T A e KUV L AR 4
%, (514)

WIS T B F (addition) RYBIERLTS. SO AT
TR N B8, R A A BIEE (40 “good winter quar—
), FIFERIAEL, (R RAER FECTX R
BRI SRR IR, ST (I — R —<
BT REE—RE W B ZAER, [N, #Oiin kT A E
R XAESOSA RS A, LA TP E R T
EREHEE, AN, BFErH “would almost literally blow them out
of the water” X—HrASHEORNHIG, POFICEEAN BRI
HREEINR" , RE T KEERIIRE, (EEE G IO RE
pie=f i

MR, FOCE G — Ml B A g, &
FERGRBER, B, AR SRR, MU E R MR T
LRSS H ., NI ER S BRI E T T, UK
KA SAMERYSIEAT I, T REMERERSE g, i
SRR U ATEAR TGN X SE M ERRAE A ARG, DAL “BE R
W] FIAARS], 1 SCLlR LT — I8 RS R
Bl ——WR R R ELREX . BRI, —H TR XL
FEFESCH BT, SEa0 TSR T RS R .

013 AT BN A BE

JEOC

The Superintendents of British Trade in China were

ters”

appointed by our government for this purpose. They were
to replace the supercargoes of the East India Company... a
Criminal Court was to be established at Canton...(3:134—137)
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PEEBIRGE— A, A7 AT I E R BT S -
TCHAZHHE, AFRIFRETERNIEMR, SR E AT, PEE
BRI&, BIET G, B BHREF R T, (527)

ST A E B 5 A AERE . KAEAFE
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SE, SERAFEIIEANEGES.
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Bl 4. HPULER L
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The_greatest defect which we notice in examining the
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state of the art in this distant country... the total ignorance of
the artist with regard to the effect of light and shade... Queen
Elizabeth, who, when her portrait was to be painted, insisted
that no shadow should appear upon her countenance.(2:103,
2:106)

L

ez, FESE, B2, AP HEZ T,
N, SRR, AMhE A, RIS SRR R E
FRVRTERN, IMNFEIEZ. (505)

JEC{Hi ] “greatest defect ( An imperfection in a person or
thing;) 7 “total ignorance” EWALMERIR, WEHEEA “¥
Jo A R I SO BRI SCIVAN, KB [l R S 30 ]
FEr. MEEE “SE”, WEHEEE T 5 REEAET
H S R0 — W O — M R, S raEiE, Bk
RIS, AP SR

ESUIBHVENE PN 6 e

B3

In 1816—17, twenty—one years back, 3,210 chests of Indian
opium were imported. In 1826—27, it had increased to 9,969; in
1832—33 to 23,670; and in 1836—37 no fewer than 34,000 chests
were brought by the clippers.(3:168—169)
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R =4, HEMR#ENE A =T 20
Bt N, B4R, JUTIJLEATILM: B2 =4, f
THETAREETE Bt B, MEE=HTA.
(533)

VL SE R B T KR SRR, R pa T mic A%
W EESA I e UES , B 2B i AT 4R [ 23 A5
b TR HGRRVE R, SO CSMEZIN A MBURH
W, SRR EEE .
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B3

Another very singular doctrine is founded upon the

knowledge of the circulation of the blood... It is called the
doctrine of the pulse... They say they can distinguish twenty
four different kinds of pulse by the touch, such as the hard,
soft, the wiry, &c;.(2:164—165)

P

PUPEBEARZ K, T v R [0 o] B e Pk, A - PO,
Bz BAIHR(TIE, (506)

JEOCHEA “singular doctrine” (IS ) Fl e SN,
VESCM B G 77 e AT, W BRIR P By 22 5, AR B PP R
AR, BEEBIPTT AR, SORIRAR T R SE, AR il

PHE SN,
M7 PEESEHOCR
B

There is little doubt that many of the Jesuits and other
early missionaries understood the art, and made it the
stepping—stone to rank and distinction at the court of Pekin, as

a prelude to the propagation of Christianity.(2:175)
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BTHPE PR S AU F ORI, B PY R S & ENADE, (&
TR, R SR, Ty AT, (506)

JESCI A T A B2 “stepping—stone” (FllTH% ),
RRRE R N EBAER O, BRI EAY
ONEEI TR, K S8R S0 WANrE
T, el EEET S ES.
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T FEFR, HAERERY, 5I9EE T, BPERETS
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IMESZ7 105 7T TR

W18 B EEOE

JEOC -

Englishmen, Frenchmen, Americans, Danes, Swedes, Dutch,
Parsees, Austrians, Russians, Prussians, Spaniards, Portuguese,
and ‘various other tribes of barbarians, who inhabit the Great
Western Ocean.” (3:123—-124)
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Hong mercchants: They are,
therefore, subjoined, andnearly in
the order as they rank in
importance: - How-qua, Mow-
qua, Pon-khe-qua, Go-kwa, Fat-
qua, King-qua, Sun-spring, Ming-
qua, Sao-qua, Pun-hoy-qua.Sam-
qua, Ching, and Fuk-sune.
accredited linguist: the linguists
now in office being called A-tom,

EL PN R RS 513

B4 A, WAL T

e v e s 513 A-tung. A-kong.commonly
~ AEZAEE L S named. Young Tom, A-lant-sei. A-
heen.A-chow.
Sh[H i L w3 519 servants
“ . g e . the thirteen He . Wh .
55 5 P, B (R1TRE| 513,518,532 | T8 e onss, THhampon
il SRR TR 516 Spanish dollar. the ordinary coin

XEPRZE A . B, S, (T E AtdiRE], iS5
i, BREONSUFE B BITRAGTES , KIERTHSEeieEs.
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Neumann gives the following opinion in the preface to his
“The translator of the History

very interesting little work:

of the Pirates ventures to affirm, that the Chinese system of

government is by far the best that ever existed in Asia; not
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excepting any of the different monarchies founded by the

followers of Alexander...The greater part of their laws are good

and just, though the practice is often bad; but unfortunately
this is generally not known to the ‘Son of Heaven.” (2:256)
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JEC (1:53 54):

The many—-footed smugglers, have to creep and steal

through the narrow channels... fight their way if opposed by
the mandarin—boats.
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The strangers frequently treat them with suspicion and
rudeness, and sometimes leave without settling accounts. No
justice can be obtained from the authorities.(2:33—34)
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FBI15: PETRREA

53

The Chinese, if properly trained, instead of being the

243t

worst, would make some of the finest soldiers in the world. The
labouring classes are remarkably fine—made men, muscular and
active.(3:325-326)
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