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A Review and Prospect of Research on Language Person System in Guangxi
Jiang Linghui
College of Foreign Studies, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin , Guangxi 541004

Abstract : The Chinese, Tai-Kadai, and Hmong—Mieno languages have long been in deep contact within Guangxi,
and the personal pronoun system, as one of the most fundamental grammatical categories of a language,
exhibits rich regional typological characteristics. This paper systematically reviews the research trajectory
on linguistic personal pronoun systems in Guangxi and categorizes it into three approaches: studies on
Chinese personal pronoun systems, investigations into the personal pronoun systems of Tai-Kadai and
Hmong—-Mien languages, and the application of regional typology theory. Analysis reveals three notable
shortcomings in existing research: a lack of systematic description of noun forms other than personal
pronouns; insufficient cross—language comparisons between Chinese and Tai-Kadai/Hmong—Mien
personal pronoun systems; and no dedicated examination of regional distribution patterns or evolutionary
drivers of personal pronoun systems. Based on this, the paper proposes three directions for future
research: shifting from descriptions of individual personal pronouns to comprehensive analyses of multi—
word-class personal encoding; moving from case studies to cross—language systemic comparisons;
and transitioning from descriptive features to integrated explanations of regional distribution patterns and
evolutionary mechanisms. Looking ahead, research on Guangxi's linguistic personal pronoun systems from
a regional typological perspective is expected to provide empirical examples grounded in China's linguistic
realities for both language contact studies and regional typology theory.

Keywords : Guangxi language; person system; regional typology; language contact; Tai-Kadai languages;
Hmong-Mien languages
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