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Recording History with Light and Shadow, Inheriting the Spirit through Ages
— A Study on the Development and Artistic Characteristics of Chinese War-
themed Films

Zhang Jingwen, Yan Fen’
School of Literature (School of Communication), Zaozhuang University, Zaozhuang, Shandong 277160

Abstract : As core visual carriers embodying the essence of Chinese Red Literature and Art, war-themed films
shoulder the cultural mission of fostering patriotism among the general public. After more than a
century of creative evolution, domestic war films have gradually matured into a high—quality film genre
supported by a full-fledged industrial production system. This paper divides their development into four
creative stages in chronological order, extracts the unique artistic expressions and profound spiritual
connotations of such films, and puts forward targeted improvement strategies in light of prevailing
industrial challenges, so as to facilitate the sustainable development of war—themed cinematic works.
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