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Abstract :

This paper presents a contrastive study of the cognate adverb zenzen(£#2 ) in Chinese and Japanese,

focusing on its functional evolution and pragmatic differences in modifying affirmative expressions.

Through empirical analysis, the study reveals that modern Chinese quanran functions primarily in

static propositional description, while modern Japanese zenzen serves dynamic communicative

purposes—including degree emphasis, face—saving, and presupposition denial—demonstrating a clear

differentiation between "static description" and "dynamic evaluation."
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