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The Female Perspective on the Culture of Shame in "In a Grove”
Li Jiaxin
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Abstract : This paper focuses on the female character Masago in Ry tinosuke Akutagawa’ s In a Grove as its
central subject of analysis. By examining seven contradictory testimonies, it reveals Masago’ s role
under the dual disciplining of patriarchal society and shame culture. The study finds that Masago’ s
image is constructed differently across various narratives: from the male perspective, she is either
objectified as a “desired object” or demonized as a “betrayer,” serving as a tool to deflect male
moral crises. Masago’ s own testimony exposes women’ s existential predicament within the “chastity
narrative” —death is endowed with moral sanctity, while survival is reduced to a perpetual penitential
“living sacrifice.” The study further argues that Masago’ s fate as a nun is the ultimate embodiment
of shame culture, where her body becomes a battlefield of power struggles, ultimately sacrificed jointly

by the family, the judicial system, and religion.
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