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Abstract : Based on core literature on the evolution of rural marriage customs in China from 2000 to
2025, this paper reviews the research progress and key findings in this field. The study reveals
that over the past two decades, villagers' attitudes toward marriage customs have undergone
a profound shift from traditional ritual practices to market—driven rationality, manifested in
the monetization of marriage payments, rigid demands for marital housing, individualized
decision—making in marital relationships, and competitive approaches to marriage selection.
Meanwhile, issues such as exorbitant bride prices, marital pressures, and intergenerational
conflicts have become increasingly prominent, prompting ongoing exploration of marriage
customs reform and grassroots governance strategies. The paper proposes a "threefold
logic of conceptual change" —the coexistence of economic rationality expansion, heightened
individual consciousness, and structural constraints—and identifies gaps in current research
regarding micro—level conceptual analysis, cross—regional comparisons, and emerging patterns
in the digital age, while outlining future research directions.

Keywords : villagers' marital customs concepts; evolution of bride price; marital payments; intergenerational
transition; reform of marital customs
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