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A Study on the Recognition of Common Citizens in the Qing Dynasty in the
"Southern Archives”

Zhang Qingging
China West Normal University, Nanchong, Sichuan 637009
Abstract : The Qing Dynasty's elderly population policies synthesized the achievements of previous dynasties.
Rulers emphasized leveraging the role of the elderly in grassroots social governance; honoring
Shoumin (elderly benefactors) served not only as an award for long-lived individuals but also
as a key instrument for the imperial court to implement moral education in local governance. The
*Southern Archives* document numerous instances of Shoumin recognition and preferential policies,
which to some extent reinforced patriarchal ethics and maintained social order. However, issues
such as collusion between local officials and clan factions, as well as elderly individuals exploiting
these policies for personal gain, persisted. Studying these policies regarding Shoumin in southern
counties during the Qing Dynasty not only deepens our understanding of the complexity of grassroots
governance but also provides historical insights into how traditional ritual systems were preserved and
innovated within modern governance frameworks.
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