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The Glimpse of Han Style: The Study of Jewelry style from Court Lady
Painting during Yongzheng-Qianlong Period
Li Jianing
School of Cultural Industry Management, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024
Abstract : The intermedial interaction between literature, painting, and product is an interesting area in the study
of Chinese art history. This paper examines the Han-style aesthetic and literati taste in courtly jewelry
during the Yongzheng and Qianlong periods through the lens of court lady painting. From literature
to painting, literati and painter collaboratively constructed an idealized lady imagery, giving rise to
a repertoire of classic ornaments including “Jinfeng” (golden phoenixes), “Cuigiao” (kingfisher—
feather hairpins) and “Mingdang” (pearl earrings). Yongzheng and Qianlong emperors, known for
their interest for Han culture, sought to translate this idealized lady into reality, result in the jewelry
of Han style was prevalent in the court. This tendency further influenced actual jewelry production,
infusing it with literati aesthetic. From an aesthetic perspective, Liyu’ s theory can represent this kind of
literati aesthetic, including design element from nature, minimalism style and delicate craftsmanship as
well emphasizing moderation and painting feeling. However, under the policy of Manchu precedence in
Qing dynasty, the Han-style jewelry was a secret court fashion. By the late 18th century, as emperor
interest declined, it gradually faded into obscurity.
Keywords : court lady painting; jewelry; literati taste; secret fashion; 18 century
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