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From Morris to Generative Al: The Historical Continuity of Social Design
Ethics and Pathways for Human-Machine Collaboration
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Abstract : The widespread adoption of generative artificial intelligence has given rise to ethical dilemmas such
as the weakening of design agency, algorithmic bias, and ambiguity in accountability. It is therefore
necessary to re—examine, within a historical context, the evolutionary logic of design ethics in order
to identify appropriate responses. Employing literature analysis and comparative research, this
paper takes Wiliam Morris’ s handicraft thought as its point of departure and follows the logic of
problem formulation, historical transformation, contemporary predicament, and strategic response. It
systematically traces the transformation of responsibility in modern design history under the idea of

“design for society.” The study finds that the social responsibility of design has continuously evolved
alongside technological development, undergoing a shift from the critique of alienated industrial labor
to a broader concern with everyday life and social innovation. In the intelligent age, the core ethical
issue remains the tension between technological efficiency and human agency. In response to the
era of generative Al, this paper proposes constructing a responsible path for human—Al collaboration
by upholding the central position of human agency and establishing transparent and traceable
mechanisms. In doing so, it provides a reference for ensuring that technology serves social justice and
public welfare.

Keywords : William Morris; social design; design ethics; generative artificial intelligence; human-
machine collaboration
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