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From Abstract Law to Ethical Life: A Study of the Generative Logic of Hegel'’s
View of Freedom

Zhu Yuxin, Wang Chuang’
School of Marxism, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin, Guangxi 541001

Abstract : Theissue of freedom constitutes the core theme of Hegel’ s philosophical system. "Principles of Legal
Philosophy" is not a political science work that simply discusses legal and national issues, but reveals
the inner mechanism by which the concept of freedom realizes itself through the logical process of
"abstract law—morality—ethical life". Taking "Principles of Legal Philosophy" as the main text basis,
starting from the inner development of the concept of freedom, this paper examines the dialectical
relationship between the three stages of abstract law, morality and ethical life and its generating
dynamics. The article believes that abstract law establishes the formal basis of personal freedom and
enables free will to obtain its initial objective existence; the moral stage deepens the inner dimension
of subject freedom and leads freedom to the field of subjective reflection; ethical life realizes the real
existence of freedom through institutionalized communities, allowing individuality and universality,
subjectivity and objectivity to achieve dialectical unity. Hegel's view of freedom not only transcends
the narrow perspective of modern liberalism that understands freedom as a personal right of choice or
a state of "non-interference", but also overcomes the one-sided tendency of moralism to limit freedom
to the subject's conscience or abstract self-discipline, and ultimately achieves the concrete unity of
individual freedom and social universality. Re—examining Hegel's theory of freedom still has important
theoretical value for understanding the complex relationships between freedom and community, rights
and obligations, individuals and institutions under the conditions of modernity.
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