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"Substance is subject" is the central proposition of Hegel's dialectics. For a long time, academic
research on this proposition has primarily focused on its theoretical innovative significance, while
systematic reflection on its reasoning process has been relatively insufficient. This paper argues that
there are two logical issues in Hegel's argumentation of the proposition "substance is subject" that
warrant discussion: first, category confusion—Hegel directly equates the objective "change" in the
evolution and development of natural phenomena with logical "negation," thereby conflating two
distinct categories: objective facts and logical structure; second, causal inversion—Hegel treats the
outcome state manifested in the evolution of things as the internal driving force behind its development,
thereby establishing an inverted relationship between cause and effect logically.

From the perspective of the relationship between essence and phenomenon, modern science offers an
explanatory paradigm distinct from Hegel's: material essence and phenomena exist at different levels;
the phenomena perceived by humans are the result of the underlying essential structure emerging
across levels through specific mechanisms, rather than being generated by essence via a "self-
negation" mechanism as asserted in Hegelian dialectics. The essence of the universe is not, as Hegel
claimed, a spiritual process of "truth as principle and its unfolding," but rather a constant objective law.
The entity itself does not possess self-consciousness or agency; therefore, the proposition that "the
entity is the subject" cannot hold true.

"The entity is the subject"; Hegelian dialectics
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