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The Confucian Approach to Internal Sagehood and External Kingship as Seen
in "The Gentleman Worries About the Way, Not About Poverty”
Wang Yibing
Nishan Academy, Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan, Shandong 250100

Abstract : This paper provides an in—depth interpretation of the phrase "The gentleman worries about the Way,
not about poverty" from the Analects of Confucius. It synthesizes the annotations and interpretations
of various scholars throughout history, including Zheng Xuan of the Han Dynasty, Xing Bing of the
Song Dynasty, Zhu Xi, Zhang Juzheng of the Ming Dynasty, Kang Youwei of the Qing Dynasty, and
Liu Baonan, categorizing them into three interpretive paradigms: encouraging learning for official
positions, cultivating oneself to understand priorities, and inspiring scholars for practical governance.
Building upon this foundation, the paper explores the intrinsic connection between learning and the Way
within the academic context of different eras, distilling three interpretive paths: Han scholars advancing
the Way through external kingship, Song scholars elucidating the Way through internal sagehood, and
Qing scholars addressing contemporary issues to caution the world. Although the interpretations of
scholars from different dynasties vary in their perspectives and emphasis on meaning and principle,
they all center on the "gentleman” as the core subject and the pursuit of the Way as the ultimate goal,
fully demonstrating the Confucian thought of integrating internal sagehood with external kingship,
cultivating oneself and bringing peace to others, as well as the ideal personality paradigm of Confucian
scholars.

Keywords : Analects of Confucius; internal sagehood and external kingship; the gentleman worries about
the way, not about poverty
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