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The Soul of the Axis: Historical Origin and Contemporary Expression of
Beijing’s Urban Humanistic Spirit
Hao Sanxue
Beijing RDFZ Dongba School, Beijing 100018

Abstract : As a world cultural heritage stretching 7.8 kilometers north—south through the old city, Beijing's Central
Axis is a three—dimensional materialized carrier of Chinese humanistic spirit and the core soul of
Beijing's urban humanistic spirit. Taking the more than 700—year historical evolution of the Central Axis
as the thread, and fully integrating the core essence of promoting Chinese humanistic spirit in the Grade
7 Volume 2 Morality and Rule of Law curriculum, this paper systematically explores the humanistic
connotations contained in the Central Axis: the philosophy of seeking common ground while reserving
differences and harmony in diversity in dealing with affairs; the educational thought of conveying truth
through culture and educating people with culture; the aesthetic pursuit of integrating form and spirit and
blending scenes with emotions; and the life concept of simplicity and self-restraint as well as neutrality
and harmony. It sorts out the historical development process of the Central Axis humanistic spirit from
its foundation in the Yuan Dynasty, improvement in the Ming and Qing Dynasties to its activation in the
contemporary era, interprets the internal logic of how the Central Axis humanistic spirit promotes social
harmony and progress, and explores its inheritance paths and contemporary expressions in the new
era.

Keywords : Beijing's central axis; urban humanistic spirit; seeking common ground while reserving
differences; conveying truth through culture; social harmony; contemporary expression
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