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Driven by Guangdong Province's "High—Quality Development Project for Hundreds of Counties,
Thousands of Towns, and Tens of Thousands of Villages," the improvement of the human settlement
environment in ancient towns has shifted from filling infrastructure gaps to an overall enhancement
in cultural and economic dimensions. This paper takes Fengyang Ancient Town in Lianzhou City,
northern Guangdong, as a case study to analyze the dual constraints imposed on the quality of the
human settlement environment by the "symbolization" tendency in cultural display and the fragmented
industrial landscape. By integrating the concepts of "cultural creative transformation and innovative
development" with the industrial ecosystem mindset, an analytical framework of "cultural narrative—
business model innovation-institutional collaboration" is constructed. The research indicates that
symbolic displays weaken the historical depth of public spaces, while isolated industrial operations
lead to a simultaneous decline in community vitality and cohesion. By implementing cultural routes,
nurturing local cultural and creative brands, establishing event systems, promoting the layout of
integrated "cultural tourism+" business models, and establishing development councils and interest
linkage mechanisms, idle spaces can be revitalized, and residents' sense of participation can be
enhanced. This approach optimizes the human settlement environment from spatial, economic, and
social dimensions, providing a reference path for the transformation of ancient towns in northern
Guangdong from a "scenic spot" model to a "homeland" model. .

optimization of human settlement environment; cultural innovation and creation; industrial
ecosystem
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